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A caravan of 3,000-7,000
immigrants from Central
America is making its way
toward the U.S. border. The
group is made up of men,
women and children seeking
to escape extreme poverty,
economic corruption and
violence in countries like
Honduras, El Salvador and
Guatemala — countries home
to some of Harding’s Walton
Scholars.
The caravan started on Oct.
12 as a group of approximately
160 from a city in Honduras
that’s known for violence,
according to Insider. The
group has made its way from
Honduras, through Guatemala
and is continuing to head
north in Southern Mexico
— an estimated total of 600
miles in about two weeks.
Senior Jonathan Merlos
Portillo said the majority
of the Salvadorans leaving
in the caravans are escaping
v iolence a nd econom ic
corruption. Portillo grew up
in Soyapango, a city near the

groups, each estimated to
be about 3,000. The group’s
size peaked at 7,200 last
week, but numbers have
diminished since reaching
Mexico, as some have found
asylum there or turned back
to their home country.
The U.S. has sent troops to
the U.S. border, and another
5,200 are to arrive in the next
few weeks. President Donald
Trump has voiced that he will
begin cutting off aid that the
U.S. has previously given to
these countries, although it
is unclear as to how he can
proceed with this claim.
Trump and other government
officials are also looking into
denying the immigrants’
asylum altogether.
Senior Kris Funes is from
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, and
has had personal experience
with her family leaving their
home country.
“I’ve had instances of my
family leaving the country
for the same reasons that
people are leaving right now,”
Funes said. “So I do have an
understanding of why, and
the nature of the actions that

Some students who work
on-campus jobs saw a $1.27
decrease in hourly wages in
the last pay period, taking
many by surprise because
of the university’s failure to
notify students of the change.
The wage decrease was
due to the renewa l of a
certificate that allows colleges
and universities to pay subminimum wage rates, according
to Lynette Brooker, director
of budget and payroll. During
a six-week period prior to the
wage decrease, Brooker said
the affected student workers
were making $8.50 an hour,
but only because the university
was waiting for renewal of the
certificate.
“It is important to realize
that all the students who were

affected by the change to
notify all of them.
“I’m aware of notices sent
by email for many things
happening on campus,” Tidwell
said. “I feel it would’ve been
easy to do the same. […] I
think I could’ve come up with
many ways to contact all of
the student workers.”
Junior Brylee Black was also
affected by the wage change.
She uses her earnings from
working the front desk in
Pryor Hall to pay for gas, food
and going out with friends.
Black said having too many
student workers to contact is
no excuse.
“I work at Old Navy over
breaks back at home, and they
notify us if we get a raise [or
change in wages],” Black said.
“A university is a business,
and no business should not
tell their employees — in

people are taking.”
Funes went on to explain
that it is hard to know exactly
why people are leaving, whether
for extreme poverty, better
opportunities or if they are
being targeted by violence.
The caravan is facing
hardships like extreme heat,
lack of food and water and
physical exhaustion.
“Most of the people that
I know of, they just leave
because they are desperate
and they don’t know what
to do,” Portillo said.
The caravan also faces
political hardships as they are
faced with government officials
as they move through each
country. Officials attempted to
stop the caravan at the border
of Mexico and Guatemala to
force the immigrants to leave
or to apply for asylum. Their
numbers overwhelmed the
officials, and the majority of
the caravan pushed through
and proceeded north.
The caravan is currently
still in Southern Mexico, a
few thousand miles from the
U.S. border, and is expected
to arrive in a few weeks.

this case, students — about
a significant change.”
Brooker said students were
not notified of the increase nor
the reduction of hourly wages.
“. . . It was difficult to
predetermine who would
be affected,” Brooker said.
“It was a manual process of
increasing the rates as payrolls
were processed.”
Black said she thinks the
university could have put more
effort into informing student
workers on the changes to
their pay — just as they would
anyone else.
“I know that it would
take time to compile all of
our emails, but our emails
are very accessible and we
deserve the right to know the
changes, just like they would
notify the faculty and staff
if there were any changes,”
Black said.
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University says $1.27 per hour cut was after renewal of
a federal labor contract; previous wage was temporary
affected by this were originally
making $7.23,” Brooker said.
“The increase in pay covered
three payrolls over a six-week
period. Once our renewal was
received, their rate returned
to what they were originally
making.”
Senior Dannis Tidwell
said she did not learn about
the change until she noticed a
$60 earnings decrease in her
bi-weekly paycheck, despite
having worked the same
amount of hours to previous
pay periods.
After discovering the
discrepancy in her hourly
wages via a pay stub on
Pipeline, Tidwell asked the
payroll office why they had
not notified students of the
change. Tidwell said the
representative from the payroll
office told her it was because
there are too many students
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capital of El Salvador, where
gang violence is especially
prevalent.
“They walk like 50 miles
every single day,” Portillo
said. “They go through the
sun, they don’t have a place
to sleep and even though they
are aware of all those things,
they still come, because they
don’t have any other option.
Maybe they are not even
thinking about making it
easier to make it here to the
U.S., but they are [looking]
for a new place. Maybe just a
place to start over because the
place they are right now, it’s
just so messed up, and they
cannot find an opportunity.”
Sophomore Litzy Morales,
who grew up in Guatemala
City, Guatemala, thinks the
biggest problem is corruption.
“I think it’s influenced by
corruption because corruption
in our countries is a big issue,”
Morales said. “And … that’s
the beginning of everything,
any other social issue we have
like poverty and violence.”
BBC News reports that
as of Oct. 30, the caravan
is traveling in t wo main
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New speed bumps on
Bison Lane, which provides
access to the softball,
baseball, tennis and soccer
complexes as well as the
intramural fields, have left
students with complaints
about their height, including
senior Briley Ewing, who
said the speed bumps are
too tall for cars that sit low
to the ground.
“The first time I hit one,
my car bottomed out, but I
then started to go extremely
slow over them so it wouldn’t
do that,” Ewing said. “I do
have a friend who can’t drive
down to the intramural
fields anymore because no
matter how fast or slow he
goes over the speed bumps,
his car bottoms out.”
Craig Russell, director of
public safety, said the speed
bumps were added two weeks
ago to the newly paved
road for pedestrian safety
and traffic control. Russell
said the Departments of
Public Safety and Parking
and Transportation received
more than a dozen complaints
about the height of the bumps

and took immediate action
to lower the speed bumps.
“When we became aware
of the problem, we contacted
the office that could help fix
the problem, and they got
on it pretty quickly,” Russell
said. “From the time they
were added to the time
they’ve been lowered, it’s
been right at two weeks.”
The speed bumps were
lowered by physical resources
on Oct. 31, and Wayne
Westerholm, deputy director
of parking and transportation,
is working to repaint caution
stripes on the top.
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Jean family seeks
justice with lawsuit

The parents of Botham
Jean, a 2016 Harding graduate,
have filed a lawsuit against the
city of Dallas and a former
Dallas police officer Amber
Guyger who shot and killed
Botham on Sept. 6.
The lawsuit claims that
Guyger used excessive
force and violated Botham’s
constitutional and civil rights.
Dallas Police Chief U. Renee
Hall, the City Council and
city manager are also cited
in the suit for having “failed
to implement and enforce
such policies, practices and
procedure for the DPD that
respected Jean’s constitutional
rights.”
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Attorney Lee Merritt
said the family brought the
civil suit due to the “limited
capacity of the judicial
process” to hold Guyger
accountable.
“We hope to communicate
that the murder of unarmed
people of color is intolerable,”
Merritt said. “Extrajudicial
killings by law enforcement
against any member of the
community is unacceptable,
however, it is clear that
DPD and other police forces
throughout the United States
more readily employ deadly
force against minorities. We
want to send a message that
these actions will have serious
consequences and garner
international criticism.”
Guyger was fired from
the police department
after she was charged with
manslaughter in Botham’s
death. Although Guyger
was not on duty during
the incident, a court could
find that if she used her
police authority during the
shooting, the city could be
held liable.
Botham Jean, a 2016
graduate, performs with
Good News Singers on
Aug. 15, 2013. Following
his death by a Dallas police officer, Jean’s family
has filed a suit against
the officer and city.
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Arkansas to vote on three ballot issues
JESSIE SMITH
news editor

TE
TE

VO

VOTE

VOTE

VO

VOTE

VOT

E

A constitutional amendment that grants
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A constitutional amendment that requires
valid photo identification to vote
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Nov. 10 | 4 p.m. | Rialto Theatre
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” showing

E

VO

Nov. 9 | 7 p.m. | Administration Auditorium
“Shadowlands” screening
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Nov. 6 | 7 p.m. | Benson Auditorium
An Evening with C.S. Lewis with David Payne
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Nov. 5 | 7:30 p.m. | Benson Auditorium
ASI Distinguished Lecture with Devin Brown and
Douglas Gresham
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Keeping in theme with the 2018 Harding Read, “Mere
Christianity,” the American Studies Institute (ASI) and the
Arts and Life Performance Series are partnering to host this
year’s C. S. Lewis Festival from Nov. 5-10. The festival will
feature ASI Distinguished Lecturer, biographer and awardwinning author Devin Brown, who will be followed by a
panel discussion with Lewis’s stepson, Douglas Gresham. The
festival will also feature David Payne in An Evening with
C. S. Lewis, in which he will portray the renowned author.
Jay Walls, director of the Arts and Life Series, said Payne
has been to Harding twice before, and it worked out perfectly
with the ASI speaker that he would be back again for the
C. S. Lewis Festival. Walls said because Payne plays C. S.
Lewis on stage, it resonates well with an audience and gives
the closest feel to the real C. S. Lewis that can be found.
Having studied the details of Lewis’s life, Walls said it is
almost as good as having him here.
“C.S. Lewis was a great author and an even greater man,
but many people still don’t know about him or his legacy,”
Walls said. “I’m very pleased that we have the opportunity
to help more citizens of Searcy to learn about Lewis and
his writings and to see a dramatization of his faith in the
God that he served.”
Senior Sara Anne Brown, vice president of public relations
on the ASI officer team, said she plans to attend the event.
“I really hope to learn more about the man behind all the
books we read,” Brown said. “Especially since this year the
Harding Read is ‘Mere Christianity,’ we’ve been covering
that in a lot of our classes. ... I’m just excited to find out
more about the person he was.”
ASI Executive Director Kim Kirkman said she researches
potential speakers and works with their agents to see if they
would be a good fit for the program, and after searching for
an expert on C. S. Lewis, it seemed Brown was a good fit
for the community.
“It was through working with Dr. Brown that he connected
me to Douglas Gresham, stepson of C. S. Lewis,” Kirkman
said. “I am thrilled they will be here together.”
Kirkman said other activities have been planned to
coordinate with the ASI, including the on-campus showing
of the movies “Shadowlands” and “The Space Trilogy,”
which are books by Lewis. The movies will be donated to
local middle schools and the White County Public Library.
Vice President for University Communications and
Enrollment Jana Rucker said she wants to maximize
opportunities with the festival to get involved with the
community. Rucker said her idea for the C. S. Lewis Festival
came about because of timing with the ASI lecture and
Payne’s presentation as well as keeping in theme with the
Harding Read.
Rucker said not only will this be the peak for the Harding
Read, but the festival will also be a great opportunity to give
back to the community alongside the free Rialto showing
of the animated version of “The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 10.
“The more we hear about C. S. Lewis, the more we find
out that he was a fantastic person, having a spiritual bend
and being a revered author,” Rucker said. “The thread of
this festival pulls together the versatility of his writing in
children’s books and with ‘Mere Christianity,’ making this
all a greater way to appreciate his work.”

VOTE

JED MYERS
student writer

have a lot to do with your average student,” Chalenburg
said. “It’s really more how engaged you are and what it
might change.”
Senior Kaycie Alexander, president of Harding’s chapter
of the National Political Science Honor Society, Pi Sigma
Alpha, is from Texas, and she plans to vote in the Texan
midterm election by absentee ballot this year.
“Honestly, I just think it’s important to vote in general,”
Alexander said. “In these college years, I feel like a lot of
opinions should be really starting to gather in our own
brains, and we’re kind of developing those for ourselves.
… I think that a lot of students are now looking more at
specific issues individually rather than party lines, and I
really commend that, and I would really hope that that
continues.”
For more information, Klein recommends reviewing a
sample ballot at the Arkansas Secretary of State website
or utilizing the Cooperative Extension Service provided
by the University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture
Research and Extension, which provides information
about each ballot issue.
TE

Lewis Fest brings
speakers, movies
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On Oct. 31, the White County Courthouse celebrates
the season with a “Vote Here” sign and Christmas
decorations. Early voting for the midterm election
started on Oct. 22, and polls will close on Nov. 6.
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David Payne will perform An Evening with C.S.
Lewis on Nov. 6 for the third time at Harding. Jay
Walls, director of the Arts and Life Series, said
Payne’s performance is almost as good as having
C.S. Lewis here.

Arkansas residents will vote on three ballot issues during
midterm elections on Nov. 6: Issue Two, an amendment
that requires citizens to present photo identification to
vote; Issue Four, an amendment that grants four casino
gaming licenses; and Issue Five, an act that raises the
minimum wage.
Issue Two is an amendment to the Arkansas Constitution
proposed by the legislature. Issue Four is a constitutional
amendment brought forward by petition, and Issue Five is
a statute also brought to the ballot by petition, according
to Lori Klein, assistant professor of political science and
public administration.
“What we say in government class is who loves it, who
hates it and how much is it going to cost,” Klein said.
Klein said an Arkansas statute already requires photo
identification to vote, and the amendment proposed by
Issue Two will put the language in the constitution. The
act proposed by Issue Five would raise the minimum
wage from $8.50 per hour to $9.25 per hour with eventual
raises to $10 and then $11, and the conversation around
minimum wage is a national movement, according to Klein.
Originally, the ballot listed five issues. Although Issues
One and Three are still on the ballot, the Arkansas Supreme
Court deemed them unconstitutional and determined
that the votes will not be counted. Issue One was an
amendment that would alter some court fees among
other related changes, and Issue Three was an amendment
meant to limit some elected term limits.
Mike Chalenburg, assistant vice president for information
systems and technology, also serves on the Searcy City
Council, and he said the mayoral position and three council
member seats are up for election in Searcy. He said Issue
Two is already a law, and Issue Four likely will not have
a large effect since the closest proposed casino license is
in West Memphis, but the minimum wage would have a
large effect on local people and businesses.
Chalenburg said students from outside of Searcy can
vote in some local races if they register.
“The makeup of the city council probably doesn’t

Issue Five:

An act that increases the state minimum wage
VOTE
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Information systems department offers
online master’s program this spring
CASSIDY COLBERT
student writer
A new online graduate program, a Master of Science
in information systems, will be available at Harding
starting January 2019.
Last semester, the department of information systems
(IS) sent a survey to recent graduates and alumni about
the idea of creating a master’s program. They received
overwhelming, positive responses, according to Reet Cronk,
chair and professor of IS. This month, the program was
approved and planned for the spring.
Cronk said the IS department is aware of the huge
demand in the industry for analytics and wants Harding
current students and others to have the opportunity to
fulfill that need.
“We thought, well, not just undergraduates need this,
but a graduate program could fulfill the analytic and cyber
security need. There [are] over 1.5 million unfilled cyber
security jobs in the U.S.,” Cronk said.
The department has put together six core classes for
the master’s program, and Cronk said that anyone with
any undergraduate degree is welcomed.
“There has been a huge demand in the industry for
analytics because every decision is a data-driven decision,”
Cronk said. “We want to get it out to businesses, advertising
in Arkansas Business and social media — we want to make
sure we serve our own, but also our community with this.”
Senior information systems major Coleman Branum
said he is interested in the online graduate program, and
since a lot of concepts build on each other, he likes the
idea of picking up database design where he left off as
an undergraduate.
“A lot of employers will pay for grad school, so it gives
me the opportunity to start working right away while
doing this program,” Branum said.
All IS professors are creating one or more courses in
topics like cyber security, project management, analysis
systems and design.
“I’m currently creating a data visualization course. This
course is important in today’s data-driven world because
visualizing data will so often reveal hidden information
that isn’t easily recognized otherwise, especially when it
comes to big data,” Emmie Mercer, professor of IS, said.
Mercer said she is looking forward to offering the

program in a very popular and exciting field that is in high
demand. The program will meld business and technology
so that students can take these skills back to the workplace
and make immediate and impactful changes.
Cronk and other professors like John Stone, associate
professor of IS, shared the need for people in the fields
of ethical security and data.
“The program will provide a highly sought-after
master’s program taught from a Christian perspective,
which would be a great asset to people working in these
areas,” Stone said.
It is more than just giving students a skill set and
education about cyber security and analytics; the hope
is to have ethical individuals in a field that seems to be
far from ethical, according to Stone.
“Today, we really need ethical security and data people,
and we feel a sense of responsibility to educate students
to behave the way Jesus would want them to behave,”
Cronk said.
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The computer lab welcomes students on Oct. 31.
According to Reet Cronk, chair and professor of
the IS department, students with any undergraduate degree can participate in the online graduate
program.
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Shifting
Focus

Jack Allen,
Aaron Alexander,
Nora Johnson

Emily Nicks

Staff Members

Mi RIP
A

s the Sports and Features editors, our
content rarely overlaps. However, in a
time such as this, we have banded together to
form a community of support. The grieving
process is different for everyone — some
experience anger, some deep sadness, others,
bewilderment. We must rely on each other as
we begin to understand the loss of a Searcy
staple. Mi Ranchito, you will be missed.
Nora:
I remember it like it was last week.
Members of the Student Publications staff,
including Aaron and myself, were on our way
to Louisville, Kentucky, for a conference. Oh,
we were so naive back then; if we could only
have known what was in store, maybe we
wouldn’t have gone. Maybe we would have
eaten one last burrito bowl, taken a moment
to really observe the interesting religious art
scattered about or taken whiff of the strong
smell of bathroom cleaner that always seemed
to permeate throughout the establishment.
By the time we returned to Searcy Sunday
evening, it was too late.
Aaron:
I don’t remember when I first heard the
news — maybe it was a tweet, maybe it was
word-of-mouth. Jack, who was still in Searcy
at the time, went to investigate and broke the
news to us. I remember that a dark cloud
suddenly came over our heads, and it wasn’t
the rain clouds hanging over Louisville. It
was the realization that I would miss the
opportunity to go to Mi Ranchito one last
time before their doors closed for good. Mi
Ranchito was my favorite restaurant in Searcy,
the combination of quality food, friendly and
speedy service and affordable prices. Mi Ran,
as I affectionately knew it, stood above the
rest in a town where the food options entail

Lew Knapp
Guest Writer

A

nti-Semitism: a term that’s been
used for years to describe a hatred
toward Jews and, yes, Arabs. The term
has mostly been associated with hating
Jews, especially after 1939. This weekend
in Pittsburgh was a very good example
of what anti-Semitism really is and how
badly it’s gotten.
On Oct. 27, a Robert Bowers open fired
on the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh,
killing 11 Jewish worshippers. He was armed
with two pistols and an AR-15-style gun.
Three police officers were also wounded in
the incident. Bower was arrested and the
authorities have been treating this as a
hate crime, as they should. But what were
Bowers motives and reasons to attack this
synagogue? Simply: he wanted to kill Jews.
On his Twitter and other social media
accounts, he had written tons of comments
denying the Holocaust, blaming Jews for
the world’s problems, and calling Jews “the
Children of Satan.” This has been reported
as the ‘worst’ anti-Semitic attack in U.S.
history by many media outlets and even
politicians from both the Republican and
Democrat parties.

staffKaleb Turner

Opinions Editor

one of the seven
Mexican or eight
BBQ restaurants.
Over the course
of my Harding
career, I have eaten
at Mi Ran too many
times to count and
have not regretted a
single meal. A giant
chicken burrito plus
chips and salsa for
seven bucks is the
deal of deals for a poor,
starving college student.

A

Jack:
As the rumors swirled
around the Reynolds Center,
I was left in a temporary
state on stunned silence. It
was so random. How could
they be true? I immediately
hopped in my car to ask the
employees themselves, still
confident I was being pranked.
The restaurant, which housed
some of my favorite memories
and most delicious food, was
truly gone. There was something
special about it; maybe it was the
wide assortment of pop songs or
the strangely tall booths. Maybe
it was the fact that if you sat in the
wrong spot while it was raining
outside, you would get really wet.
In spite of its randomness, Mi Ran was
amazingly consistent. It was a world isolated
within itself with the same smiling faces
there to greet you without judgement …
even if you had just been there for lunch
earlier that day. It was the perfect place for
a cheap date or a quick bite between study
sessions. Now, it is only a steamy tortilla
wrapped around four years of memories.
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JACK ALLEN, AARON ALEXANDER and
NORA JOHNSON are staff members for
The Bison. They may be contacted at
jallen10@harding.edu, aalexander2@
harding.edu and njohnson1@harding.edu.

Anti-Semitism in America
You’d think that Jewish people would
be safe here, but in reality, many aren’t.
Last week, an elderly Jewish man was
viciously attacked in New York City,
home of the largest Jewish population in
the U.S. This Jewish man was minding
his own business when another man ran
up to him screaming, “I hate Jews” and
derogatory names. Another fellow Jew
tried to help him but the attacker turned
on him as well, and guess what? Hardly
anyone around cared. I’ve seen the video,
and it’s horrifying.
“As Christians, I believe we
should stand behind our Jewish
brothers and sisters to fight antiSemitism...”
– Lew Knapp
guest writer
It comes as a surprise for some people
here in the U.S. that anti-Semitism still
exists. Wake up, people. Anti-Semitism
is rising fast in the country, and we’ve got
to do something about it. This isn’t 1939
Germany, but to some Jews in 2018, it is.

Synagogues are always receiving threats
from thousands of people who absolutely
hate them for no reason at all, and that’s
not acceptable. It makes my blood boil
when I hear about Jewish headstones being
knocked over or when someone spits on a
Jew and calls them “zionist scums.”
As Christians, I believe we should stand
behind our Jewish brothers and sisters to
fight anti-Semitism because remember:
they are his chosen ones and the devil has
always been trying his best to destroy them
since Abraham and Isaac. Don’t believe
me? Just look at Jewish history. Read the
Bible and see that Jews have always had
a giant target on their back. We need to
stand with the Children of Israel, for the
Lord himself, as well as his disciples, who
are of the Children of Israel.

LEW KNAPP is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at lknapp1@harding.edu.

Stop and
smell the
burritos

wise man once said, “I wish there
was a way to know you’re in the
good old days before you’ve actually left
them.” This person may or may not be
Andy Bernard from “The Office,” and he
may or may not be wise, but I think the
quote definitely has merit. We usually don’t
realize how amazing an experience is until
it has passed. Fortunately, there are some
moments we know are significant, even
as they occur. For me, I had one of those
moments last Saturday.
5:01 p.m. — I awoke from my post-Club
Week sleep coma. Bleary-eyed, I stumbled
into the living room to find my suitemates
about to walk out the door. They told me
to put shoes on and get in the car.
5:09 p.m. — I sat in the backseat, on
the way to a moment I knew would impact
my life dramatically. Butterflies fluttered
in my stomach, and I knew something
important was on its way; I just hoped I
was prepared to meet it.
5:14 p.m. — I finally entered the fabled
establishment, one step closer.
5:28 p.m. — The moment arrived. I
took a deep breath and allowed my life
to be changed.
On Saturday, Oct. 27, I ate Mi Ranchito
for the first and last time.
I’m not sure how I made it to junior year
without experiencing the famous Mi Ran.
I knew it was a favorite for many students,
and I had every intention of trying it at
some point; I just hadn’t gotten around to
it yet. What can I say? I’m a professional
procrastinator. When I heard the restaurant
was closing, I found myself heartbroken
even though I didn’t fully know what I was
missing. With the craziness of Club Week,
I didn’t think I was going to find time to
make it, and I was distraught.
Some friends assured me it was for the
best. They told me I would be happier in
the long run. Since I wouldn’t experience
joy in the form of a burrito, I wouldn’t
know what I was missing. Ignorance is
bliss, they promised.
Well friends, I am using this week’s
column to respectfully disagree.
I am so glad I experienced Mi Ran once
before it was gone because I now understand
the hype I was missing for the past two
years. Sure, I’m a little sadder than I was
before now that the restaurant is closed,
but the benefits far outweigh the cost,
especially when the cost was only $4.29.
I risked craving Mi Ran later on to get
the satisfaction of having it once, and it
was worth it.
What’s the point in going through life
playing it safe? If we constantly avoid
things because we’re afraid of the heartache
they may bring later on, we’ll lead pretty
boring lives. Next time you’re thinking five
steps ahead and backing out of something
because it may have negative effects later,
take a second to reassess and just go for it.
Think of all the burritos you may be
missing out on.

EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks
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An Ode
to Nancy
Kaleb Turner
Editor-in-Chief

I

Seasons

was sitting with my small group in Shores
Chapel last week when I got a text
message from my mom. “Just got a call that
Uncle Spencer has had a stroke,” Mom said.
“They are at Unity and transporting him to LR.”
Praise God my uncle is OK, but he will
have a long road to recovery. He’s back here
in Searcy for recovery and rehabilitation,
much to the relief of our family members. If
they had refused to send him back this way,
I’m convinced he would’ve come on his own,
kicking and screaming.
My uncle’s stroke wasn’t the first cardiac
blip on our family’s radar this month. The
week before last, my grandmother had an
appointment with her cardiologist after her
heart check-up came back irregular. We found
out in her follow-up appointment that the test
just had a bad read. Her heart is healthy and
clear, but the prospect of a failing heart had
my own skipping a beat for several days.
Family health has been on my mind quite
a lot lately, and rightfully so, considering the
series of unfortunate events that have plagued
us. Both sides of my family are riddled with
heart problems; we have blockages, heart attacks,
strokes, irregular heart beats and A-FIB. We’d
have XYZ-FIB if it was a thing. My search
history is stacked with health-related Google
searches like “when is it too early to have regular
cardiologist visits?”
I told my mom last week that between our
family’s poor heart health and the stress that
this job can sometimes cause, I’m a ticking
time bomb. They should’ve had me at the
emergency room yesterday. Partly serious but
mostly joking, I think I was in a comedic stage
of coping and stress management.
My family’s health has had me wondering
about my own heart.What preventative measures
should I take to keep my heart healthy? And
what preventative measures should I take to
keep my heart from breaking in two?
The day after my uncle’s stroke and a week
removed from my grandmother’s heart scare, I
sat in the driver’s seat of a Harding van, driving
a group of Bison staff members to a conference
in Louisville, Kentucky. The eight-hour drive
was filled with gray skies and midwestern
scenics — perfect weather for Deep-Thinking
and Reflection™. Then, earlier this week, I sat
on the Midnight Oil patio, typed away at a news
story — Dawes’s “All Your Favorite Bands”
playing in my headphones — and watched
yellow-red-orange-brown leaves fall from the
surrounding trees.
A lot was, and is, on my mind: my family’s
health and my senior-year increasing list of
lasts. My Gmail tab was open to a GRE score
report, which I was glaring at for too long,
wondering what steps I must take to increase
my scores if graduate school is something I’m
seriously interested in.
When I asked the barista to surprise me with
a hot coffee drink, I didn’t expect he’d pour me
a cappuccino with one too many sprinkles of
nostalgia and introspection, but that’s where
I found myself.
It occured to me that we get used to the
leaves on the Midnight Oil trees being green,
and then when they start to turn yellow-redorange-brown like they have been, we’re surprised.
We get used to there always being a next
year — next year’s Club Week, next year’s
newspaper deadline, next year’s staff trip to
Somewhere Cool, USA — and then when
there’s not a next year, we’re surprised.
We get used to our older relatives always being
happy and healthy — throwing the baseball
around with you in the backyard, cracking a
joke at the family holiday gathering, keeping up
with the youngest relatives who sprint around
the house with ease — and then when they’re
not able to keep up any longer, we’re surprised.
I don’t know a whole lot about anything
right now (if you know where I’ll be this time
next year, send me an email, please), but as
the leaves are changing from green to yellowred-orange-brown, so are a lot of other things
in my life — and in my friends’ lives, in my
family’s life and yours, too. I don’t know a lot,
but I know that I’d like the leaves to be green
for just a little bit longer.
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at kturner3@harding.edu.
Twitter: kalebaturner
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Danielle Turner
Class Writer

Home sweet
home
A

ttending college in Arkansas was
not something I ever planned to
do. I don’t think anyone else planned for
me to do it, either.
To this day, when I tell people I’m from
California, I am asked the age-old question:
“Why didn’t you go to Pepperdine?”
I couldn’t tell you why I chose to go to
Harding. One day during my senior year
of high school, I watched myself put HU
‘20 in my Instagram biography, and that
was that.

My parents were shocked, my friends
were bewildered and my little brother was
mad because he planned on coming to
Harding, and I stole his thunder.
It’s become sort of a joke to my high
school friends. We’ll make fun of the South,
the seriousness of Sonic runs and people
who say “yeehaw” unironically. They’ll ask
me when I’m coming home to stay, when
will I be over this southern escapade I’m
on. To be honest with you, I don’t think
I ever will be.
I love the South. I love the sloweddown sweet talk and how every complaint
still sounds like a compliment. I love the
community of small business owners,
specifically in Searcy, who are trying to build
a better city for the citizens. I love the vast
amount of Tex-Mex restaurants. Honestly,
fried okra is underrated everywhere else
in the world.
I love Harding. I am truly a sucker
for community, and the way Harding
cultivates it is unparalleled. There are so
many opportunities to become involved.
I love social clubs, and I love the line at
Chick-fil-A after chapel, and I love when
people you met once will remember your

name and say “hi” to you on the walk from
class to class.
Back home, no one said “hi” to you in
the hallways; we were always too busy
to stop and say hi. At home, no stranger
strikes up a conversation with you while
you’re doing something else; we’re too busy!
Some days I long for that life back, where
the person in line behind me at Walmart
wouldn’t point out the excessive amount
of cookies I have in my basket. Most
days, though, I like it because more than
anything else, I’ve learned that you should
not be too busy to talk to the people who
are right in front of you.
Going to school at Harding has taught
me a lot about loving where I am. Although
clichè and overstated, Harding is absolutely
what you make it. Take a second to reflect
and let these people and this place teach
you something! Nothing is perfect, but
take a seat on a swing on the Front Lawn,
and it might feel that way.
DANIELLE TURNER is a student writer
for The Bison. She can be contacted at
dturner@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

When my nephew was five, we asked
him what he wanted to be when he grew
up. He said, “a vacuum salesman.” It was
hard to know how much to encourage
him, as there are no popular dramas that
address the hardships of this very specific
sales career. Arthur Miller’s “Death of a
Salesman” is a more general cautionary
tale, and Flannery O’Connor only warns
about getting mixed up with a traveling
Bible salesman. But nothing on vacuums.
Anyway, my nephew eventually moved
on from his dreams of selling home
cleaning appliances for a living, though
he didn’t completely lose interest in the
machines. Last year, he bought one of
those Samsung Powerbot VR7000 Robot
Vacuums for his mom on Mother’s Day.
It’s a marvelous piece of technology.
The VR7000 is self-starting and can sweep
the entire house while you are away. It can
detect and avoid obstacles. It recognizes
different surfaces, like tile or carpet, and
adjusts accordingly. It even removes pet
hair from the rollers to avoid tangles. It’s
the perfect device for someone who hasn’t
cleaned his own bedroom since 2004.
Samsung, of course, is just one option
out there. Dyson, Oreck and Hoover
have their loyal customers, and design
tastes range from the stick vacuum to the
hand-held to the wet vac. Just Google
“vacuum brands,” and you can spend
hours scrolling through the options. It’s
pretty easy to get sucked in.
As for myself, I’m an Electrolux man,
which is the vacuum equivalent of being
a rotary phone man. Or Dial-up Internet
man. Or a Flat Earth man. It’s the same

Just the vacs
Michael Claxton
Guest Writer

vacuum your grandmother’s great-aunt
used. But there’s a good reason she did.
The Swedish home-appliance firm was
founded in 1919 and has been making
vacuums for nearly a century. I have one
of the vintage canister models, the one
that looks like a giant battery on wheels
with a hose sticking out. It is not sexy.
It is certainly no Powerbot VR7000. No
one will ever get anywhere on eHarmony
by posting a selfie with his Electrolux.
But if you want something that will last,
this is it. I’ve had my current model for 15
years, and it was at least that old when I
got it. One of my colleagues has had hers
for 40 years. They are expensive, to be sure,
but if you want a nearly indestructible
appliance, Electrolux canister models are
the Toyota Corolla of vacuums.
Naturally, my mother has used this
brand since the Nixon era. In fact,
she recently had hers refurbished. The
company tuned up the motor, cleaned
the gears and even did detail work on
the canister body. That’s right — detail
work on a vacuum. I asked her if she had
considered hot-rodding that thing with
exhaust pipes and red flames painted on
the side. She had not.
But I’ve never known anyone more
serious about cleaning house. If the power
went out at the local hospital, doctors

could perform surgeries on my mother’s
floor without even having to use a Wet
Wipe first. That spotlessness is partly
due to the Electrolux. Granted, mother
sometimes uses a lightweight Dirt Devil
— just for touch-up work on the living
room rug. But if company’s coming, the
canister will roll out and work its magic.
When I was in middle school, I learned
in science class that “nature abhors a
vacuum.” My first reaction was, “Now
there is some science I can get behind!” I
soon learned that my teacher was talking
about something else.
But it ’s amazing how vacuuming
grows on you as you get older. There is
something soothing about the hum of
the machine, the soft rattle of tiny grains
being lifted from the floor, the neat rows
left behind on the carpet. It can be a nice
way to destress — like doing yardwork
but without the inconvenience of actually
going outside.
That is why I don’t really want a Samsung
Powerbot VR7000 for Christmas. Not
that you were thinking of getting me
anything. And you shouldn’t feel obligated
at all. Seriously. Just because you’ve been
reading this column for years without
paying a single dime doesn’t mean you owe
me a present. Not at all. I’m just saying,
if you were somehow thinking — bless
your heart — of getting me something, I
don’t want a Powerbot. But I am running
low on vacuum bags: Electrolux C-Style.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between our staff and the public it
serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Kaleb Turner, the editor-in-chief, at kturner3@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Jack Allen

Sports Editor

Chasing
Greatness

For the past week, NBC has aired
a commercial featuring Michael
Jordan to promote this Sunday’s
NFL matchup between the New
England Patriots and the Green Bay
Packers. The ad promotes the game
as a battle between Tom Brady and
Aaron Rodgers to decide the greatest
quarterback of all time.
Michael Jordan and Lebron
James have long been at the center
of GOAT — Greatest of All Time
— discussions among basketball
fans. It seems like you cannot watch
ESPN for more than an hour without
hearing pundits debate the greatest
this or the greatest that.
It comes as no surprise that players
strive to be the greatest. Mohammed
Ali proudly proclaimed before his
fight with Sonny Liston in Miami
in 1964, “I am the greatest!”
The desire to be the best comes
with the competitive territory of
sports. However, our standards of
greatness are misguided.
In the debate regarding Jordan
and James, one prevailing argument in
favor of Jordan is the fact that he has
won six championship rings compared
to James’s three. Because he has won
more rings, he should be considered
the best, his supporters claim.
This standard permeates the
national discussion. However, in
the process, it has helped to destroy
parity in sports.
Take, for example, Kevin Durant.
Durant is one of the greatest scorers
to ever play the game. He is nearly
unguardable, and for years, he led the
Oklahoma City Thunder deep into
the playoffs. But he could never win
a ring. Pundits said he would never
be a part of the discussion until he
could win a ring. It did not matter
that he was only defeated in 2012
by James’ Big Three in Miami. It did
not matter that he had won multiple
MVP awards. Without the ring,
Durant would never be considered
in the discussion.
So, he did what made the most
sense to earn a spot at the table; he
joined the Golden State Warriors to
form his own “super team.” Chasing
greatness suddenly became a game
of chasing rings.
There lies the problem with the
modern GOAT discussion: the longer
we cite championships (team awards)
as the main factor in determining
greatness, the longer we will see
players chase greatness, and if that
happens, sports as a whole will suffer.
We may never see another Tim
Duncan, who spent all of his 19-year
career as a member of the San Antonio
Spurs. As players chase titles — the
ultimate standard of greatness —
their loyalty to teams and fans will
diminish. Super teams in major cities
will consistently win titles and rising
stars will quickly leave to be a part of
stronger organizations.
Jordan won so many rings, in part
due to his ability, yes. But to claim
his rings are solely dependent on his
play is foolhardy at best. Even after
his departure from the Bulls, Chicago
still made the playoffs.
There are too many variables
involved in winning a ring for it to be
the standard of greatness.Teammates
have different skill levels, opponents
vary in difficulty and over the course of
a long season, too much can happen.
So, as you tune in to Sunday
Night Football this weekend, do not
consider the number of rings each
quarterback holds, look for their
greatness on the field.
It is time for us to stop arguing
that championships are the ultimate
determiner of greatness. Urge players
to chase greatness, not just rings.
JACK ALLEN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jallen10@harding.edu.
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Junior defender Christian Ramos shields the ball in a game versus William Jewell College on Sept. 4. Harding will play Oklahoma
Baptist University in its first game of the Great American Conference Tournament Championship at 7 p.m. in Searcy, pending rain.
was good enough for the team deadlock in the 54th minute, which week to recover from the busy
JACK ALLEN
to achieve one of its main goals wound up being the game-winner. conference schedule, according to
head sports editor
this season.
Ireland. Now, Ireland said he has
“It is something special
The Harding University men’s
“Our goal without a doubt
to work to keep the team’s energy
... to be able to do it
soccer team will host the annual this year was to host [the GAC
as it moves into the tournament.
with this group of guys
Great American Conference (GAC) Tournament] again,” Harding
“The difference now is that if you
would just be even
Championship Tournament this Head Men’s Soccer Coach Jon
lose, your season is over,” Ireland
better, because we are so
weekend. The Bisons enter the Ireland said. “We did that, and
said. “So, there’s a finality to it.”
close.”
tournament as the No. 1 seed so now we want to be able to be
He said he is not concerned
after defeating Ouachita Baptist the first team to win the regular
about
his team’s motivation
– Christian Ramos,
University on Oct. 23.
season and also the conference
coming into this weekend. For
junior defender
Harding’s first opponent of tournament.”
players like Ramos, who were
the tournament will be the four
Harding won the tournament
“As soon as I saw the ball go part of the team which was the
seed, Oklahoma Baptist University championship in 2016, defeating into the back of the net, it was tournament champion two years
(OKBU), at 7 p.m. Harding beat OKBU in the final to secure the all kind of excitement,” Ramos ago, the opportunity to win again
OKBU twice during the regular first title in program histor y. said. “We knew what was going has them excited.
season by a combined five goals. Last season, the Bisons won the on with the game … that if we
“It’s something special,” Ramos
Should Harding win tonight, regular season championship but won we would get to host.”
said. “To be able to do that with
they will play the winner of the fell to OBU in the tournament
Ireland said leading up to the this group of guys would just be
game between OBU and Southern championship.
game there were a lot of nerves. even better, because we’re so close.”
Nazarene University (SNU) on
This year, the regular season Harding needed the win to host this
Tournament play will begin at 4
Sunday for the GAC Tournament GAC champion and tournament weekend’s tournament. The Bisons p.m. today with the game between
championship.
host was not determined until the have been successful this season OBU and SNU. In the event of
The Bisons finished the regular final game of the season between at home, going 6-1 compared to rain or wet field conditions, the
season with a record of 9-5-1. Harding and OBU. Junior defender the team’s 3-4 record on the road. tournament will be moved to Beebe
The team’s 4-2 conference record Christian Ramos broke a 0-0
The Bisons have used the last High School’s turf football field.

Lady Bisons claim GAC regular season title
AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
The Harding volleyball team
clinched the Great American
Conference (GAC) regular season
championship in Russelville, Ark.on
Tuesday night against rival Arkansas
Tech University (ATU).
The Lady Bisons’senior leadership
made a big impact in the game as
outside hitter Emily Clayton set her
career high of 19 kills.
“It was awesome,” Clayton said.
“I think Tech, in general, revs your
engine up a little bit more, and being
able to perform well felt good.”

Outstanding Performances

Lady Bisons vs. Arkansas Tech

Zoe Hardin

Middle Blocker
Led the Team
Defense with

“Last year, [Tech] was
the one that took us
out of the tournament.
It felt good to take the
championship photo in
their locker room.”

in a Single Game

– Katie Dather,
freshman outside hitter

Made

Harding dropped two of the first
three sets and had to come back
and win the final two to take a 3-2
match victory.
“Our energy really bottomed out
in the third set,” Clayton said. “But in
the fourth set, we really came together
and started having fun, and that
helped us secure the final two sets.”
Harding jumped out to a 10-5
lead in the fourth set and would keep
the momentum going throughout
the frame to take it 25-21. The team

10 Blocks
14 Kills

Earning her a Double-Double
racked up 16 kills and held Tech’s
hitting to .163. In the shortened final
set Harding started with a 6-1 lead,
and with the score 12-7, Harding
hammered three straight kills to
win the set 15-7. In that frame, the
Lady Bisons had five blocks and
forced the Golden Suns into seven
attacking errors.

Madison Poen

Emily Clayton

Earned a
Career High

Led The Lady Bison
Offense with a
Career High

Outside Hitter

27 Digs

Outside Hitter

in a Single Game

19 Kills

With the win, Harding improves
to 21-7 overall and 14-1 in the GAC.
With Southwestern Oklahoma State
University dropping their game
Tuesday against Southern Nazarene
University, the Lady Bisons secured
the No. 1 seed in the conference
tournament. Freshman outside hitter
Katie Dather said it felt good to get

the big win on Tech’s home court.
“Last year, [Tech] was the one
that took us out of the tournament,”
Dather said. “It felt good to take the
championship photo in their locker
room.”
The conference tournament will
be held in Hot Springs, Arkansas,
on Nov. 8-10.
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The Greatest
Sports Movies
Of All Time

according to the Bison sports editors
Jack Allen
Head Sports Editor
“Remember the
1)1)“Remember
theTitans”
Titans”

Not only does this serve as a great sports film, but its
commentary on racial integration in sports creates the
perfect blend of drama and comedy. Denzel Washington
turns in a star performance, and the soundtrack is top
notch. There is not a better feel-good movie in sports.

2) “The Sandlot”

The pure humor and innocence of “The Sandlot”
brings back memories of a time when the simplest of
challenges were worth investing everything in. Whether
retrieving a ball from a terrifying neighbor, standing
up to the snobby kids across town or sneaking a kiss
from Wendy Peffercorn, the kids in this movie remind
us that even the smallest challenges are worth facing
with all our effort.
“42”
3)3)“42”

A lot like “Remember the Titans,” “42” provides
viewers with a deep look into how black athletes and
coaches were forced to fight their way onto the scene. The
emotional struggle of Jackie Robinson provides a harsh
view of the awful taunting and prejudice shown to those
trying to break the color barrier. One of the trademark
scenes occurs when Pee Wee Reese stands in solidarity
with Robinson in Cincinnati and says, “Maybe we should
all wear 42. Then, they won’t be able to tell us apart.”

4) “Miracle”

When you think of American sports, seldom is
hockey the first thing to come to mind. However, in
“Miracle,” Kurt Russell manages to remind a team
what nation it plays for. In perhaps the most patriotic
scene in any sports movie, after hours of conditioning,
Captain Mike Eruzione (played by Patrick Demsey)
triumphantly yells, “I play for the United States of
America!” The story captures the essence of the greatest
underdog story in sports while also giving context to
the world it is a part of.

Aaron Alexander
Asst. Sports Editor
1) “Space Jam”

“Space Jam” answers one of the greatest hypotheticals
in sports history: what does humanity do if aliens come to
earth and challenge us to a game of basketball? The answer,
of course, is find Michael Jordan, the greatest basketball
player of all time (or at least at the time the movie was
made), and he will defeat the Monstars and save the day.

2) “Remember the Titans”

“Remember the Titans” never gets old: it has
Denzel’s performance, moral lessons, surprisingly
good cinematic football scenes, and the one-liner
“sunshine.” It’s not just a great sports movie, but it would
make the list of the greatest movies of all time, too.

3) “The Sandlot”

“The Sandlot” is another one of my childhood
favorites. Really, all of these movies are, but I always
wanted to be Benny “The Jet” Rodriguez. I even bought
P.F. Flyers so that they could make me run faster and
jump higher. Unfortunately, that never happened. There
are several great lines in the movie, but the most quotable
is, “you’re killing me, Smalls.” The trash talk in the film
is also high quality; Ham’s back and forth with the little
league team captain is simply great. The smack talk
culminates in Ham saying, “you play ball like a girl,” a
line that has not aged well, but was rectified in the sequel.
“The Sandlot” has just the right amount of profanity for
a PG family movie, but it also makes you question why
your parents allowed you to watch it in the first place.

4) “A League of Their Own”

“A League of Their Own” features America’s sweetheart,
Tom Hanks. Hanks plays Jimmy Dugan, the manager
of women’s baseball team the Rockford Peaches. The
most memorable scene, and the reason the film is on
my list, comes when Dugan screams at outfielder Evelyn
Gardner. Gardner begins to cry, and Dugan reminds her
of another one of baseball’s unwritten rules.
WORST) “Rudy”
“There’s no crying in baseball!” Dugan says.
There may be no crying in baseball, but there
“Rudy” … the story of how a small dreamer was not
is
laughing.
And there are a lot of laughs in this
good enough to make the team, but whose teammates
movie.
Plus,
it has a feel-good feminist story to it.
thought he had worked hard enough to deserve it.
You know who probably did not put his jersey on 5) “Angels in the Outfield”
coach’s desk: the guy who did not get to dress out
“Angels in the Outfield” hits home with me. I
for the last game of the year so Rudy could. Thus, the
watched
it several times as a kid and always wanted
inconsequential player got to play at an inconsequential
the
ability
to see angels as I watched baseball games
time in an inconsequential game; not to mention,
on
TV.
The
whole film can be summed up in the
Rudy was offsides.
catchphrase of JP, “it could happen.” There is no
Our complete rankings and responses can better line to describe a movie about angels grabbing
be found online on thelink.harding.edu. Send their gloves and heading down to the diamond. A
us your top five sports movies so we can see lot of prayers are said on game days, and maybe
how our list compares to yours. Tweet us your “Angels in the Outfield” shows that God is a sports
responses @A_A_Ron123 and @JackAllenHU16.
fan and that angels are responsible for all the great
highlights we see. Who knows? It could happen.
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PLAYERS
ONLY
Matheus Ribeiro
Harding Men’s Soccer Midfielder

Player’s Only is written by Harding Athletes, this week Matheus Ribeiro
tells us what it is like being an international student athlete.
I am Matheus Ribeiro, an international athlete at Harding University. I
have been part of the soccer team since 2016, and I have a lot of experiences
from my journey so far as a soccer player and as a student from Harding.
First, how did I end up in Arkansas coming all the way from Brazil?
Usually, this is the first question people ask me when I say I am from
Brazil. I grew up playing soccer in my neighborhood. This was a pretty
common thing during my childhood, as every single kid would play soccer
in the streets. I played for different academy teams in Brazil, and one day
I realized that soccer could be a sport that would give me opportunities
in my life. Next, I got in contact with some college coaches in the United
States through a Brazilian soccer agency, and then I got offers from
some universities. I went to a junior college in Kansas called Coffeyville
Community College, and that is how my story in the US started. Men’s
Soccer Head Coach Jon Ireland got access to my highlight videos and
offered me a scholarship. After one year in Coffeyville, I decided to move
out and accept my offer from Harding. Although I did not know anything
about Arkansas, Searcy or the school, I was sure it would be better than
Coffeyville, Kansas.
If I had to describe what it is like being an international athlete in one
word, I would say “awesome.” Lots of barriers come first when you are
international, and that is why it is awesome to be part of the international
athlete group in the U.S. Language, food and culture are always the first
things that impact you. However, the biggest thing is when you are out of
your country, specifically as an athlete, you are out of your comfort zone.
This is really important, because it makes you a much better athlete.
Now, being an international athlete at Harding University is an everyday
challenge. First, the self-pressure of performance lies on my shoulders. If I
do not perform well at the games or showcase my skills to help my team,
I put my scholarship at risk, which is the reason I am at this university.
However, I believe this is not only an international athlete feeling, but it
is something shared among most of other athletes and several other guys
on the soccer team.
Second, understanding Harding ideology is quite interesting, and you
can see this on the soccer field when you compare our way of playing
soccer with that of other schools.
Third, people here have helped me to develop my spirituality and faith,
which I consider two of the most important things to grow in life. Also,
at Harding I had the chance to know two of the most talented players
I have played with, who are junior midfielder Andre Cunha and senior
midfielder Julio Martins. They are both from the soccer team and have
taught me a lot during these years.
Finally, I am really thankful for all the challenges I have faced so far,
and I am thankful for the opportunity to be here and be part of the soccer
team’s history and victories; absolutely everything we have achieved as
a team so far is incredible. I am thankful for the opportunity that the
Harding soccer team has provided by opening the doors for me. Now,
the time is still going on for me here to add new chapters to my story as
an international athlete at Harding.
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Sophomore midfielder Matheus Ribeiro dribbles during
practice on Oct. 30. Ribeiro is one of many Harding soccer
players who were born outside the United States.

Kohl Blickenstaff

Jacory Nichols

Madison Poen

Rachel Heussner

Luke Bowser

What is your favorite
Halloween candy?

Snickers

Reese’s

Jolly Ranchers

Reese’s

Peanut Butter
M&M’s

What is your favorite scary
movie?

I don’t do scary
movies

“Chucky”

I hate them all

“The Last Call”

“The Conjuring”

Trick or Treat?

Trick

Treat

Trick

Treat

Treat

What is your favorite
costume that you’ve worn?

Jack Sparrow

Michael Jackson

A cupcake

The Seven
Dwarfs

A knight

football

football

volleyball

volleyball

football
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st Queen

At the 94th Homecoming festivities,
senior Cloris Huang became
the first international student in
Harding’s history to be crowned
Homecoming Queen.

HANNAH WISE
student writer
Senior Wanru Huang, also known as Cloris, became the first international
student in Harding’s 94-year history to be crowned Homecoming Queen
at the 2018 Homecoming festivities on Oct. 20.
Huang, an accounting major, transferred to Harding in 2015 from a
university in China. Since moving to Searcy, Huang has been involved in
many organizations across campus, including the Multicultural Student
Action Committee (MSAC), by which she was nominated to be on the
Homecoming court.
According to Huang, when she first received an email saying she had
been nominated to represent the committee on the Homecoming court, she
misunderstood and thought she was being asked to volunteer for the event.
Huang said she was shocked when she realized what the email really meant.
“I never thought I’d be a part of the people on the stage,” Huang said.
Along with the MSAC, Huang has been a member of the Harding
Chinese Students and Scholars, the Accounting Society, Financial Planning
Association and the American Studies Institute. She has also helped plan
many campus activities, including the Chinese New Year and the Moon
Festival.
Her first semester in Searcy, Huang’s campus involvement began after
she joined women’s social club Delta Nu to get to know her American
peers better. According to Huang, Delta Nu was where she made her first
friends at the university and was where she first felt “welcomed and loved”
at Harding.
“She’s so kind and handworking,” senior Karena Barlow, Delta Nu
member and Huang’s friend, said. “You can just tell how much she impacts
campus through everyone who knows her.
Barlow, along with thousands of students and guests on campus, saw
Huang receive that recognition at the Homecoming crowning ceremony
during halftime of the Homecoming football game. According to senior
accounting major Hannah Foust, Huang’s new title is well-deserved.
“I’ve never met someone so genuinely kind and passionate,” Foust said.
“She is never afraid to ask or challenge our professors; she is constantly
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Senior accounting major Wanru Huang, who also goes by Cloris, was crowned
Harding’s Homecoming Queen on Oct. 20, 2018. Huang was nominated by the
Multicultural Student Action Committee, one of the many campus organizations
she is a member of.
seeking to satisfy her growing curiosity. I admire Cloris for her tenacity and
spirit in her academics and in her friendship.”
Ellis Sloan, assistant professor of business, escorted Huang during the
halftime ceremony at the Homecoming game. Sloan is not only Huang’s
academic advisor, but is also one of her “life mentors.”
“Normally a father would escort [a nominee],” Huang said. “I asked [Sloan]
if he could be my escort, if he had time, and he said that he would make time
for me. I appreciated that.”
Huang said she still has a hard time wrapping her mind around the love
she has received while at Harding. Her nomination and sequential crowning
represent her Harding experience: one filled with kindness and constant support.
“I feel full,” Huang said. “When people were cheering for me, I just felt
the tears around my eyes. I felt confident, encouraged — like so many people
loved me.”

Understanding global citizenship within an individualistic culture.
Part 2 — How does a global perspective relate to the immigration question?
NORA JOHNSON
features editor
JUSTIN DUYAO
guest writer
It is safe to say the immigration question has largely
crowded national news headlines this year. As midterm
elections approach, action proposed and enacted by the
Trump administration has reflected an effort “to goose
turnout from his party,” the Washington Post said.
Most recently, in addition to the 2,100 national guardsman
already stationed there, President Trump ordered 5,200 activeduty troops to militarize and secure the southern border
in anticipation of the arrival of a group of approximately
3,200 migrants headed toward the U.S. border from Central
America.
Despite Trump’s insistence on Tuesday, Oct. 29, on Twitter
that “this is an invasion of our country,” many of those
migrating to the U.S. “have been presenting themselves and
requesting asylum,” as opposed to crossing the border illegally,
according to Wendy Young, president of the organization
Kids in Need of Defense.
This recent event does not stand alone, but comes on the
heels of many other propositions by the Trump administration
to address the immigration question:
(1) An executive order President Trump is said to be
preparing, according to The New York Times, that would
counteract the 14th Amendment in revoking birthright
citizenship for the children of undocumented immigrants.
(2) The Census Bureau’s recent announcement that it
will ask members of U.S. households in 2020 if they are
U.S. citizens, against which six lawsuits have been filed,
claiming that the Trump administration added the question
to target areas with more dense undocumented immigrant
populations, according to NPR.
(3) President Trump’s proposal to discourage legal

immigrants from using public benefits by denying green card
status to those who use social safety net services, according
to the Washington Post.
(4) And an executive order in April that separated “more
than 700 children [from] … their parents, including more
than 100 children under the age of 4,” according to data
from The New York Times.
There is no question where the executive branch stands
when it comes to the question: “Who deserves to live here?”
and “Who does not?”

“What is it like to live with that kind of fear,
thinking: ‘I don’t belong anywhere. I can’t go
back home. My home is destroyed.’”
Kathy Dillion, associate professor of English
Kathy Dillion, associate professor of English, has spent
the past decade seeking to understand what it means to
be an immigrant. Though Dillion said it is easy to blur the
distinction between understanding and taking a stance on
immigration, she found that separating herself from an
American worldview allowed her to develop a perspective
empathetic to the plight of migrants and refugees.
“It’s taking it out of that realm of theory and politics …
saying, ‘Who are these people?’ What is it like to live with
that kind of fear, thinking: ‘I don’t belong anywhere. I can’t
go back home. My home is destroyed.’”
From experiences in Russia, Germany, Egypt and Lebanon,
Dillion said she has found that one of the most common,
fundamental aversions to immigration in all nations is fear.
“But what do you do? Do you just say to these people,
‘You risked your life to get here, only to turn around and go

back. It’s obviously going to kill you, but we have a policy,
so off you go,’” she said.
This past summer in Lebanon, Dillion lived next-door
to both a Syrian family, who had been displaced by the civil
war in Syria, and a Bangladeshi family. According to Dillion,
the Syrian family had three little boys, and the Bangladeshi
family had a baby and a little boy, with another 15-year-old
daughter still in Bangladesh.
“They were living in a container until my friends helped
them find a place to live,” Dillion said.
Dillion said she does not necessarily believe an “arms
wide-open” immigration policy, like that of Greece or
Germany, would be the most effective solution to the U.S.’s
immigration question, but she also disagrees with the Trump
administration’s anti-intervention foreign policy. Most
importantly, she said she believes in being a good neighbor
to people in need.

“I think trying to be a good neighbor has to
do with a mindset that you’re not going to fear
people, you’re not going to treat them badly —
you’re going to be welcoming.”
Kathy Dillion, associate professor of English
“If I have anything to say from my travels, it is to make
yourself aware of how people are suffering around the world,
and look at the ways we can not just put ourselves first, but
think of others — how we can help make the world a more
equitable place,” Dillion said. “I think trying to be a good
neighbor has to do with a mindset that you’re not going to
fear people, you’re not going to treat them badly — you’re
going to be welcoming.”
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Jam out at the Jamboree

KIBO Midnight Oil event brings folk sounds to Searcy
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Andrew Leahey is a Nashville-based artist. Andrew Leahey & the Homestead will be headlining the Apple Jamboree at KIBO Midnight Oil Coffeehouse
tomorrow. Dawson Hollow, an indie-folk band from the Ozark Mountains, will also be performing at the event.
TIFFANY METTS
student writer
KIBO Midnight Oil Coffeehouse is hosting the Apple
Jamboree from 6-9 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 3. The Apple
Jamboree is replacing the Harvest Moon Festival that was
set in September but was cancelled due to inclement weather.
This is the first year Midnight Oil has hosted the Apple
Jamboree. Midnight Oil has teamed up with Harding
Campus Activities Board (CAB) to put together the event.
The free event starts at 6 p.m. and the music will begin
around 6:30 p.m.
“The night is mostly focused around music and apple
treats,” Eric Mount, Midnight Oil manager, said. “The vibes
of the music are going to be very well coordinated for this
time of year with it being an outdoor event. Getting people

outside around the KIBO stage while the trees look the way
they do — it will feel like a fall music festival and that is
what I am most excited about.”
Performers include Cheyenne Medders from Nashville,
Dawson Hollow from northwest Arkansas and Andrew
Leahey & The Homestead from Nashville who are headlining.
“We want to engage people and have events here because,
ultimately, a coffee shop is a place where people gather, and
that is something we are good at and have the space for,”
Silas Hall, Midnight Oil barista, said. “So we want to use that
as much as we can. It’s why we added all the extra outdoor
seating and stage …The Apple Jamboree is for people to
come and have a good time.”
According to his website, headliner Andrew Leahey’s
mulit-instrument talents have allowed him to play on the

stages of Elizabeth Cook, Rodney Crowell and Drew Holcomb.
The event is set to be outside, but weather could change
that. Event coordinators said to keep an eye on the CAB
and Midnight Oil social media accounts in the event of
inclement weather. There will be apple/fall-themed foods,
treats and coffee. Between the different acts, there will be a
few activities such as an apple toss for people to participate in.
The event, originally called the Harvest Moon Festival, was
scheduled to happen on Friday, Sept. 21, during Harding’s
family weekend. However, due to bad weather, the event
was cancelled.
“I’m pretty eager to see how the Apple Jamboree turns
out,” senior Sydney Warren, Campus Activities Board codirector, said. “We were all bummed when it was cancelled,
and I’m glad they got a chance to reschedule it.”

Bringing awareness to screen time
New Apple feature is causing people to rethink their phone usage
NOAH TURNER
student writer

With the release of iOS 12, Apple’s
latest smartphone operating system, it is
now possible to know how much each
of us are on our iPhones each week. A
new feature found in settings, Screen
Time gives reports of how much you
use your phone and what apps you use
most. It also allows you to set limits
on individual apps or app categories.
Sophomore Jessica Rydl said she
reads the weekly reports from Screen
Time on Mondays.
“I found out I’m on my phone a lot
more than I thought I was,” Rydl said.
“I might be awake for eight hours, and
my phone will tell me I was on my
phone for seven.”
Before iOS, 12, Rydl thought she
The new Apple feature, Screen Time, allows users knew how much she was on her phone
to view their phone usage. Based on the data, some and that it was not nearly as much as it
is. Her main apps used are Instagram,
students have decided to change their habits.

Spotify and iMessage. Rydl did not
believe she was addicted to her phone
prior to the release of Screen Time, but
after seeing the results of her usage,
she believes she is addicted and that
her usage is problematic, so she has
considered a social media fast.
“I found out I’m on my phone
a lot more than I thought I
was. I might be awake for
eight hours and my phone
will tell me I was on my
phone for seven.”
– Jessica Rydl,
sophomore
Sophomore TK Geter does not pay
much attention to the Screen Time
feature. He did not update his phone
until recently and does not feel he uses
his phone too much.
“I’ve only checked Screen Time once
I think, and it said I only used it a few

hours a day,” Geter said. “So I’m not
really worried about it.”
Geter believes he could still use his
phone less but did not know he could
set limits on Screen Time to limit his
use of different apps. He said he might
use that feature in the future.
Junior Andrew Jayne pays almost no
attention to the Screen Time feature.
He said he knows he uses his phone
too much and would like tools to help
him curb his usage. He did not know
about all the tools available in iOS 12
to make it easier to limit phone usage.
“I find myself playing games on
my phone when I need to be studying,
or talking to people or even when I’m
watching TV. It’s a huge distraction all
the time,” Jayne said.
Jayne said that games and YouTube
are his main time-wasting apps. He said
he plans to use Screen Time more in
the future to track his usage and use
his phone less.

‘Tis the season for the perfect date

From Christmas lights to pottery painting, escape the typical Searcy date
KENDALL CARWILE
lifestyle editor
Mi Pueblito, KIBO Midnight Oil Coffeehouse,
Sonic; repeat. The dating scene in Searcy can
get very repetitive, but the upcoming fall and
winter seasons can provide a great excuse to get
out of Searcy and spend some time with
that special person you have been thinking
about since you read the word “dating.”
Starting in late fall when the leaves
are changing and the air is crisp and
cool, go on a drive to Pangburn or
Heber Springs. Listen to that fall
playlist you have been wanting
to show someone, visit Suzie’s
Ice Cream Shoppe at 900 W.
Main St. Pangburn, AR, or
Jitterbug Coffeehouse at 109 W.
Main St. Heber Springs, AR.
In 30 minutes, you can feel
like you are hours away from
campus. These towns are quiet,

peaceful and will make you feel like you are in
a Hallmark movie most of the time.
Once you get back from Thanksgiving break,
all the Christmas festivities begin. Don’t miss
the City of Batesville Christmas Tour of Lights.
Spend the evening enjoying beautiful Christmas
lights while in the comfort of your own car.
Tune your radio to the specific station and
the music will sync up with the light display.
Ice skating is always a good idea and the
perfect opportunity to hold hands. There are
a couple of skating options. You can stay in
Searcy and go skating at Spring Park near
downtown, or you can go to Little
Rock and skate indoor at the
Arkansas Skatium. Your ankles
might be sore afterward, but ice
skating is a wintertime classic
and a fun activity you can do
with your special someone.
During this time
of year, it is freezing
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outside, so indoor activities are crucial.
Consider spending the evening
listening to Christmas music while
baking and decorating cookies.
After you make them consider
playing cookie ding-dong-ditch
and leave a delicious treat for
others to enjoy.
If you or your date are
into art, Fired Up, a paintyour-own-pottery studio
in Cabot, is the perfect way to express your
creativity. Spend your time painting a pre-made
pottery item and gift it to your date afterward.
They will have a tangible date souvenir. The
shop accepts walk-ins, making it a perfect
spontaneous date.
Dating at Harding can get repetitive if you
let it. Always remember to keep things fun and
new. This season is the perfect opportunity to
show that you care and have a fun time getting
to know someone new.

